and of environmental and climatic change.

Thcre are more than 30 branches across the
UK, of which this branch is the ]argest. Butterﬂg
Conscrvation has over 25 reserves, three of

which are in Hampshire.

Asa member, you will receive:

e the national magazine Buttcn[/y three times a
year and the Branch newsletter at least twice

ayear
e anannual report summarising the status of

butterflies and moths in fﬂampshire and the
|sle of Wight

Have an oPPortunity to
e attend field trips, training courses and talks
. heIP manage reserves such as this one

o take Part in systematic recording of butterflies
and moths in Hampshirc and the |sle of Wight

For more details about the reserves and the
branch, Plcasc contact the Brancl’: Organiscr:

Jenny Mallett, Great Fontlcy Farm, T itchfield
| _ane, Wickham, PO 15 6 A Tel 01329
832177 Orvisit our web site www.hantsiow-
but’cerﬂies.org.uk

Benefactors of Bcntlcy Station Meadow include:
British (has Southern, [~ ast [Jants District
Council, I ric rlalc, rlampshire Countg
(Council, Natural England.

butterﬂy Conservation

Compan\g limited })g guarantee, rcgistcrccl in E.nglan(ﬂ (2206468)
chistercé OH:ice: Manor Yard, [~ ast Lulwortl‘v, Wareham, Dorset
BHZO 5QF Cl—xaritg registereé in E_ng|and and Walcs (254—957)
and in Scotland (5C 0 39268) VAT No GPB 565 9070 16.
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Butterfly
Conservation

Saving butterflies, moths and our environment




Bentleg Station Meac]ow, near Aiton, consists
of nine acres of ancient meadow, much of which

hac] }DCCOI’H& overgrown Wltl‘] SCFUID.

A]Cter the purchase of the meadow in the summer
of 1 992, Phasec‘ clearance work was carried out.

Now four areas of the reserve can be identified.

T he section between the railwag and the
metalled track consists of oak woodland. T his

is managecl to reduce the scrub and provide
ideal conditions for woodland Howers, esPecia”9
violets, to give a suitable breecling arca for the

Silven\/\/ashec{ Friti”arg. [Habitat at the eclgc
encourages Brimstone and Orange—tiP.

South of the track, the reserve is Par’c of a
Site of Specia| Scientific [nterest (5S59)).
Just inside the entrance the meadow has a
Particularlg good range of wildflowers, including
Devil’s—bit 5cabious and WI!C{ Angelica, with
mature blackthorn creating a warm, sheltered

environment.

The central part of the reserve contains man

sallows, including the (Great 5a”ow, Foodplant

White Admirals on

of the Furple Emperor. T he wide rides througl‘\

this area Provicle valuable woodland eclge which is
much lcavourecl bg many butterﬂies.

The southernmost area of the meadow contains
arange of tall grasses, bracken and nettles.

Tl’we grasses are the Foodplants for many of the
Skippcrs and Browns, the nettles being used 139
such coloumcul ]Duttenqies as Comma, Feacock,

Red Admiral and Small T ortoiseshell. T he small
oaks support Furple [Hairstreak.

The a&{joining forest is the home of other

butterflies and moths, such as \White Admiral
and Broacl—borclerecl Bee Hawkmoth and
White Admiral, which visit the meadow to feed on
nectar-rich flowers such as Buglc and bramble.
SOme 30 sPecies of butterﬂg and over 400
moths have been recorded, PIUS bees, hoverflies

and clragomqies.

T he conservation work, which includes scrub

clearance and grazing bg cattle, is suPPorted
by a Countrgside Stewarc{ship Scheme

administered bg Natural E_ng]and. (Guided visits

For grouPs are welcome }35 aPPointment.

Flcasc hclp us to Protcct
this beautiful Placc.

The calendar oPPosite
shows the months in which
each sPecies of butterﬂg
migl’at be seen.
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Butterﬂy (Conservation is a national charitg.

Foundedin 1968 itis dedicated to saving butterflies

and moths and our environment. |t is recognisecl that

butterflies and moths are indicators of bitocliversity




